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Appendix 2

History

Luna Pier is a relatively new City having been incorporated in 1963.  Prior to this time, the area was governed by Erie
Township. The move to incorporate was driven by concerns that the structure of township government did not lend itself
to the more urban problems evident in the Luna Pier area. Debate concerning incorporation took place in the early 1960’s
and was driven by the need to upgrade infrastructure such as roads and water/sewer systems. The Luna Pier Citizens
Committee for Home Rule spearheaded the effort which ultimately led to a special election in January of 1963. The
measure passed by a wide margin and led to the creation of a nine-member charter commission.

= Voters at Luna Pier
'To Decide Its Future
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One of the key factors that helped
Luna Pier grow in its earliest years
was its location along the interurban
line. Interurban lines involved a
type of electric passenger car on
rails that were popular in and near
major cities during the first three
decades of the twentieth century.
Often roads were unpaved and
sometimes impassable during wet
weather, so the interurban line was a
popular predictable, durable, and
comfortable way to travel. Luna
Pier was located along an interurban
line that ran between Detroit and
"Toledo. 'This line ran along Harold
Drive and remnants of the interur-
ban rail bridge are still evident over
LaPointe Drain near the existing
municipal boat ramp. The Detroit
United Railway was the operator of
this and many other streetcar and
interurban lines in southeast Michi-

gan.
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City of Luna Pier

As noted, the community became known as [.una Pier when an actual commer-
cial pier was built out into Lake Erie. This pier attracted thousands of people
and hosted famous dance bands such as Benny Goodman and Guy Lombardo.
The pier itself extended far out into L.ake Erie. Reportedly, the pier collapsed
into Lake Erie under the weight of ice in 1946. Steel could not be used to
reinforce the structure due to wartime restrictions. In front of the pier, a bar
known as the LLuna Pier Tavern was also a popular destination and was de-
stroyed by fire in 1954.

LLUMNA PIER

“The Song iz Ended But the Melody
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[t was the coly open alr dance
pavilion of its kind buili over the waters
of Laka Erie at the and of a hugs comm ec-
clal pler. The band shell was the only
part coverad and the luxurfons dance
floar was eonstructed of tarrazen made of
tons of marhle chips, Soft glowing lamps
outlined the long pier and huge pavilion

There under the stars couples
walized and fox-trotted to the musie of
Paul Whiteman, Glenn Gray, Wayna
King, Ben Bernie, Fred Waring, Banny
Gocdman, and Yicent Lopez, to nama
only & few of the big name bends to play
there, For the more populiar bands,
crowds wora often so huge that dencing
was impossible and would-be dancers
would stand packed together ai the band
shell to listen and applaod.

Small boats [requently anchored
near the pier to enjoy the beawtiful music
and many of the restdents of the Village
of Luna Pier recall anjoying the music as
it was wafted ashore. [Luna Pler took i
name in 1920 when the Pier was baing
built]. In the 1840's interest in dancing
wanad. Dur young men were answering
thair country's cell to service while
swesthearls, sisters, and mothars hacame

busy with “war work™, Red Cross or
LL5.00,

Only npostalgle memories remein

1 The pler was daestrovad by fire and in

March, 1554, ice removed the last vestige
of the historle landmark.
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Flooding

Given Luna Pier’s location on Lake
Erie, fluctuating lake levels and
storms have been part of community
history. In the fall of 1963 it was
reported that lake levels had receded
to the point that swimming and
boating activities were impacted. In
other years, seasonal high water
flooded streets. In November of
1972, the City of Luuna Pier was
particularly hit hard by flooding that
caused severe property damages.
Gale force winds raised lake levels
and damaged about 80 percent of the
homes in L.una Pier. Waves report-
edly reached 12 feet in height.

Turtle Island Lighthouse

Turtle Island is located about 4 nautical
miles southeast of the City of L.una Pier
near the Mouth of the Maumee River.
Turtle Island is a small island, less than
an acre in size and it is actually partly in
Michigan and partly in Ohio. Turtle
Island is named after a Miami Indian
Chief named Little Turtle. The Turtle
Island Lighthouse ceased operation in
1904, and the island was sold at public
auction. Today the island is privately
owned and only portions of the Turtle
Island Lighthouse structure still stand.

Sewer Plant

Luna Pier’s sewer plant began operation in August of 1969. It was built at a cost
of $840,900. This plant was unique for its time as it was believed to be the first
in Michigan to greatly reduce the phosphate content of raw sewage. Also in
1969, a contract ratified by Monroe County, L.una Pier, Bedford Township, Erie
"Township and LaSalle Township authorized the purchase of City of Toledo
water. The distribution system was completed in the early 1970’s.
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