
Swimming Pool, Hot Tub & Spa Fact Sheet

Swimming pool definition: Any structure intended for swimming or 
recreational bathing that is capable of containing water over 24 inches deep. 
This includes in-ground, aboveground, on-ground swimming pools, hot tubs and spas.

Permits required: 
1. Building/Zoning permit, for inspection 

of required setbacks and placement of 
the pool and pool deck (if applicable).

a. Submit completed Building 
Permit Application

b. Submit a Plot Plan (see sample)
c. Pool deck plans (if applicable) 

2. Electrical Permit for inspection of 
“bonding” of the (metallic) pool and 
proper outlet for the pump/filter.

a. Submit completed Electrical 
Permit Application

b. See the back of this sheet for 
basic bonding/electric info.

c. Review code or Electric Permit 
Manual, at office for more info. 

Basic Zoning Requirements:
(See Zoning Ordinance for all requirements)

1. Installation shall comply with all 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance.

a. Normally, pools shall be located 
in rear or side yards

b. Pools shall maintain the setback required for buildings, from the property line 
(Normally 10 feet or more).

c. Pools shall not be located in easements, under power lines or over septic 
systems. 

d. Pools shall be located a minimum of 4 feet from structures. 

Basic Code Requirements: (see Building Code Appendix G for all requirements)
2. Installation shall comply with all requirements of the Michigan Building Code.

a. A barrier, at least 48 inches tall, shall be provided around area of the pool.
b. Pool wall may serve as barrier if it measures at least 48 inches tall and the walls 

are rigid. Inflated and soft side pools shall require a separate barrier be installed 
around the pool if walls are not 48 inches tall.

c. All openings in barrier shall not allow passage of a 4-inch diameter sphere. 
d. Access to pool (gates) shall be a minimum of 48 inches tall, open outward and 

shall be self-closing and self-latching.  
e. Where a wall of the dwelling serves as part of the barrier additional requirements 

shall apply. (See Building Official)
f. Spas or Hot Tubs with a safety cover which complies with ASTM F 1346 are 

exempt from barrier requirements.

The information on this sheet only includes basic requirements; consult original documents for 
specific requirements. See back of this sheet for electrical requirements.



Electrical Permit fee schedule – Sample for bonding of pool only
If a circuit is needed for pool equipment add 1 circuit @ $5 each.

Electrical Information for Swimming Pool, Hot Tub or Spa


