CITY OF LUNA PIER
LUNA PIER COUNCIL
Luna Pier, Michigan

Regular Meeting
May 8, 2025
7:00 p.m.

Mayor Gardner called the Regular Meeting May 8, 2025 of the Luna Pier
Council to order at 7:00 PM at Water Tower 11345 Harold, Luna Pier, Mi.
The roll was called and Pledge of Allegiance said.

James Gardner, Mayor Present
Shawn Boslooper, Councilmember Present
Joy Perry, Councilmember Present
Duy Hoang, Councilmember Present
Diana Szkatulski, Councilmember Present
Amanda Neiding, Councilmember Present
Neil Wakeman, Councilmember Absent Excused
Phil Goldsmith, City Attorney Present

Perry moved, supported by Szkatulski to approve the consent agenda items

A-B as presented, waiving the reading. Motion carried, all in favor.

e Mayor Gardner explained that the two Planning Commission
recommendations will be introduced and discussed at this meeting and
will be voted on next council meeting. Additionally, the Budget
Amendments require some tweaking and will not be voted on this
meeting.

Perry moved, supported by Neiding to approve the Bill’s Warrant #14221
(paid) in the amount $22,860.44, and Bill’s Warrant #14222 (unpaid) in the
amount of $69,863.00. Motion carried on a roll call vote, all in favor.

None at this time.
Mayor’s Report was given verbal and written.

Department Reports —Police Dept.-none
Fire Dept. -none
Building Dept -Permit List April 2025

Committee Minutes- DDA -none
Flood —none
Parks & Rec —Minutes April 8, 2025
Planning —none
e Hoang reported DDA is continuing to look through the by-laws, they
may reschedule the Public Meeting due to lack of quorum. Also, there
are two open seats on DDA.
e Mayor Gardner, Memorial Park pump is in and needs to be installed.
e Szkatulski, the Parks & Rec May 13" meeting will begin at 7:30 pm; a
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presenter is coming in from Bedford to discuss community gardens at
8:30 pm. They will also be discussing painting on the metal pieces by the
town clock. They are thinking of starting a community garden at the
library. May 17" is Dumpster Day and Clean Up Day.

None at this time.
OLD BUSINESS

e Megan Niner, Luna Pier, acting Chair for Planning, stated that the PUBLIC
concern with approving the Downtown Mixed zoning overlay hadto do  cOMMENT
with it opening up a large number of properties to buy-right use.

e Andrew Haftkowycz, Luna Pier Plaza, discussed the Marijuana Overlay
and provided additional information on the intention of the business, such
as keeping current businesses at plaza, and fagade upgrade.

e Scott Roberts, Luna Pier Plaza, shared brochure and reported the
dispensary will operate from the east side of the plaza. He pointed out
that a strong anchor tenant is needed to provide upgrades to the building
and parking lot.

e Amy Niedermeyer, Luna Pier, questioned the hours of operation for
dispensaries and the corresponding availability of police enforcement in
the city.

e Ashley Giles, Luna Pier, Battery Store, is supportive of the marijuana
overly, facelift for the plaza and additional revenue for the city.

e Dave Davison, Luna Pier, feels the donation promise to the Freedom
Festival upon increasing the marijuana overlay is unethical.

e Freddy Niedermeyer, Luna Pier, reminded the council that at the last
meeting he asked about putting the removable speed humps on Ellen
Street. He pointed out the owners of the Luna Pier Plaza haven’t put any
money into upgrades for the plaza so far.

e Maria Giles, Luna Pier, commented that cities such as Luna Pier need to
focus on younger generations. She would like to see a more vibrant
downtown.

e Mike Lucerelli, Luna Pier, believes a lot of misinformation occurred at
the planning meeting. He pointed out the Master Plan is showing
different boundaries for downtown than what was shared at the planning
meeting.

o Attorney Goldsmith explained that the current zoning is what was
discussed at the planning meeting, and the zoning map in the
Master Plan is a vision for the future which requires planning and
council actions to make the necessary changes to attain this
vision.

e Connie Cole, Luna Pier, said we need to balance what is right for the
community and the need to welcome new businesses into our city. She
would like to see downtown district improvements.

e Joe Bozinski, Business Owner, reiterated that an anchor tenant is needed
to afford improvements at the plaza.

e Freddie Niedermeyer, Luna Pier, suggested plaza owners join the
chamber of commerce to bring in an anchor tenant.

e Joe Bozinski, Business Owner, reiterated again the need for an anchor
tenant.
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Dave Davison, Luna Pier, noted the new owners brought the property
without the extended marijuana overlay.

Ashley Giles, Luna Pier, Battery Store, said we need people to know
about, and want to come to, Luna Pier.

Mayor Gardner shared his email for any further input —
jgardner@cityoflunapier.com.

For discussion only.

Attorney Goldsmith noted that zoning ordinance can only be introduced
and discuss at first meeting and then be voted on at second meeting.
Hoang pointed out a resident’s concern that Leaf & Bud’s stated promise
to donate $15,000 annually to the Freedom Festival is potentially
considered bribery.

Attorney Goldberg responded this doesn’t meet the definition of bribery
under the law. At most this is an attempt to influence council, which is
not illegal. This happens frequently. He counseled that council members
set this promise aside and just consider the public health and safety of
Luna Pier.

For discussion only.

Attorney Goldsmith explained that the “by-right use” that if adopted it
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to Planning to be vetted by the commission; it would be an allowed right
in that zoning district. He suggested defining entities (bars, cocktail
lounges, micro-breweries) in the ordinance if approved as a “by-right
use”.

Neiding, confirmed by Attorney Goldsmith, stated a “special land use”
application process could be used, which will require additional
approvals in the process. Further stated was that standards would need to
also be in the ordinance for these entities by going this route.

Attorney Goldsmith clarified that if the council votes not to approve the
Downtown Mixed District Zoning it can send it back to Planning with
their recommendation on the type of zoning they would like to see and
the need for definitions and/or standards to be outlined.

Neiding motioned, seconded by Hoang to approve the recommendation from
Mayor Gardner of Kelli Huff to fill the Treasurer’s position starting May 12,
2025, pending a completed back ground check, as presented, waiving the
reading. Motion carried on a roll call vote, all in favor.

Szkatulski requested that for future nominations of staff that Council be a
greater part of the interviewing process so as to be better informed.
Neiding expressed concern of current plaza tenants rent going up. She
would like to see if there are any studies showing an increase in traffic at
other local businesses due to a dispensary.

Perry inquired of Attorney Goldsmith as to when the blight ordinance
will be returned to planning. He replied two weeks. She also shared the
last two fundraisers for the Freedom Festival.
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None at this time.

Public Hearing, Planning Commission, May 27", 6 pm at WTP Hall to
discuss Master Plan

Parks & Recreation, Tuesday, May 13, 2025 @ 7:30 PM at Library

FEP, Tuesday, May 20, 2025 @ 7:00 PM at Water Tower

DDA, Tuesday, May 27, 2025 @ 7:00 PM at Luna Pier Lighthouse

Planning, Tuesday May 27, 2025 @ 6:00 PM at Water Tower — Public Hearing
City Council, Thursday, May 22, 2025 @ 7:00 PM @ Water Tower

Perry moved, supported by Neiding to adjourn at 8:48 pm.
Motion carried, all in favor.

Respectfully Submitted,
Charlie Boyce

City Clerk
City of Luna Pier
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