Mayor’s Report
June 11t, 2026

You may have noticed that we have a public hearing scheduled for June 23" for the planning
commission to consider a request to modify our zoning ordinance, specifically the Marijuana
Facilities Overlay or MFO, adding the current Pier Inn property to the MFO. The request was the
subject of an article published in the Monroe News and has had significant coverage on social
media platforms as this topic always does. Some of the comments contain conflicting
information so | believe it is important to address the concerns expressed by our residents. First
off, the State of Michigan gives cities the authority to plan for effective land use and regulate
land use following specific procedures. In Michigan, the Planning Enabling Act 33 of 2008 and
the Zoning Enabling Act 110 of 2006 specify how we do planning and zoning to balance public
health, safety and economic well being with the rights of property owners. Those are the rules
we follow to the letter when making planning and zoning decisions.

In this case, a zoning application was submitted and the fee paid to consider expanding the
MFO. We field numerous questions from prospective investors presumably because of our
proximity to Ohio where marijuana laws are somewhat more restrictive. We do not solicit the
activity, we just answer questions when they come up. This application was submitted with the
fee paid, processed by the building office and forwarded to the Planning Commission who
scheduled a public hearing as required by law. Neither the mayor nor the Building Official have
the authority to unilaterally approve or deny the request. It must go to the Planning
Commission to schedule and publish the details of a public hearing. They will listen to
comments before making a recommendation to city council and ultimately, City Council has the
authority to approve or deny the request only after considering the Planning Commission’s
recommendation and considering public input. | strongly encourage members of the
community to attend the public hearing where you will be able to address the Planning
Commission or send something in writing to the Planning Commission or City Council. Unlike
social media posts, all public comments at the hearing will be entered into public record. We
value your opinions. They are the most vital component of effective planning and zoning.

Respectfully submitted,
Mayor Gardner



